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SECRET VOL ewan min Saar, * 


we FROM _THE ile Seceeiy OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


TO JAMATCA (Sir H. Foot) 1953 


Cypher (0.7.P. ) a 


Sent 14th January, 1953. 22.30 hrse 


Following for Prime Minister from Foreign Secretary. 


You will have read in the press how the leading parties in 
the Sudan have compounded with the Egyptians. This seems to have taken 
Gur people theve entirely by surprise. It has undoubtedly weakened 
our position in insisting upon safeguards for the South and may 
increase owr difficulties with Neguib. Until we know what use he is 
going to try to make of this development I am refraining from public 
comment. All turns on the talks which Stevenson is having in the 
next day or two. 


2. Cabinet discussed the situation this morning and agreed 
broadly with the above. It is highly unlikely that we can insist 
on our full safeguards for the South as we originally intended now 
that the Sudanese parties have expressly adopted the Egyptian 
point of view on thig issue. We think, however, that we should 
try for a solution which leaves this matter to be decided by the 
Sudanese Parliament. We all feelthis would be defensible to 
public opinion in this country and represents the most effective 
safeguard we are now likely to obtain for the South. 
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WANTING 


Following document(s) retaimed=-te 


SECRETARY OF STATE'S FILE 


T IS THE PROPERTY OF HER BRITANNIC 


SECRET 


JE 1193/7 


Foreign Office and Whitehall Distribution 


EGYPT AND SUDAN 
15th January, 1953 
Section 1 


ONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND MR. 
BYROADE, LEADER OF THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION ON 
ANGLO-AMERICAN TALKS ON EGYPT, ON 9th JANUARY, 1953 


Supply of Arms by the United States to Egypt 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Makins (Washington) 


(No. 61. Secret) Foreign Offic 
Sir, 15th January, 1953. 

After a luncheon which I gave on 9th 
January to the United States representatives 
at the recent Anglo-American talks on 
Egypt, I discussed with Mr. Byroade, the 
leader of the United States Delegation, the 
question of the supply of arms by the United 
States to Egypt before the start of nego 
tions. I pointed out that, in our view, this 
would 


(a) make an unfortunate impression on 
public opinion here, particularly in 
view of recent provocative statement: 
by Egyptian political leaders; s 

(b) make it more difficult for us to di 
suade the other North Atlanti 
Treaty Organisation Powers from 
supplying arms to Egypt; 

(é) create difficulties with Israel, and 

(d) fail to make the Egyptian Government 
any more ready to reach a reasonable 
defence agreement with us. 


2. Mr. Byroade pointed out that General 
Neguib’s Government had asked the United 
States Government some time ago for arms, 
and had given some reasonable assurances 
about their desire to co-operate with the 
Western Powers in defence. He agreed to 
my urgent plea that if immediate assistance 
were to be given to Egypt, financial assist- 
ance would be much more appropriate than 
military assistance, but added that as the 
United States Government found it impos- 
sible to give Egypt any substantial financial 
assistance at present they felt it incumbent 
on them to give some immediate, though 
limited, military assistance so that General 
Neguib could show that co-operation with 
the Western Powers paid a dividend. 


170—38 


3. After some discussion, I said that if, in 
spite of the views which I had explained to 
Mr. Byroade, the United States Government 
persisted in their offer of military equipment 
to the Egyptians before negotiations on 
defence started, I should at least hope that 
this would be done on the following lines : — 


(1) The United States Government would 
tell the Egyptians that they were ready to 
make available to them $5 million worth 
of arms, of which deliveries would be spread 
over two or three months, and after that 
would consider the possibility of supplying 
material to the value of a further $5 million. 

(2) In making this offer to the Egyptians, 
the United States Government would make 
it clear that: 


(a) the offer of further material would be 
considered in relation to the forth- 
coming negotiations with the United 
Kingdom about the Canal Base, 
which was as important to the 

ns as to the British; 

-d States Government were 
most anxious that the Egyptians 
would reach a settlement with the 
United Kingdom about the Base; 

(c) Egypt should in general look towards 
her habitual source of supply (i.e., the 
United Kingdom) for arms. 


(3) The United States Government would, 
moreover, give the United Kingdom Gov- 
ernment the opportunity of examining any 
list of material which it was proposed to 
offer to the Egyptians before an offer was 
made, so as to ensure, as far as possible, 
that it did not include material which could 
be used against United Kingdom forces in 
guerilla warfare or which could better be 
supplied by the United Kingdom. 
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4. L am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at Cairo, 
Copenhagen, Madrid, Ankara, Paris, 
Athens, The Hague, Stockholm, Lisbon, 
Brussels, Rome, Oslo, Damascus, Bagdad, 
Beirut, Jedda, Amman and Tel Aviv, to Her 
Majesty’s Ministers at Berne, Helsinki and 


Ce 


Luxembourg, to the United Kingdom High 
Commissioner in Germany, to the United 
Kingdom Permanent Representative on the 
North Atlantic Council, and to the Head of 
the British Middle East Office at Fayid. 
I am, &c. 
ANTHONY EDEN 
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INWARD TELEGRAM. 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


INDEXED: 
Cy [5 3/5 


FROM JAMAICA (Sir H. Foot) 


CYPHER (0.7.P.) D. 15th January 1953 


R. 16th = 06.20 hrs. 


EMERGENCY 
Top SECREL 


Porsonal No.12. 


Following personal for the Foreign Secretary 
from the Prime Minister. 


Thank you so much for all your telegrams, 
and I congratulate you on the progress in the Persian 
Oil. We seem to have been ill served by our agents in 
the Sudan. Money has evidently been freely used by the 
Egyptians. Surely we should now confrent Neguib 
resolutely and insist on execution of the treaty till 
4956 failing a satisfactory-agreement. It should also 
be made clear that, if we should be forced to evacuate 
before the expiry of the treaty, all sterling balances 
will be cancelled to indemnify us for the act of violence. 
of course, what happens here will set the pace for us 
all over Africa and the Middle East. I trust that no 
final decision need be taken before my return. I can 
easily fly from New York. 


022/008 O4 
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TOP SER OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


& FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


i 
TO JAMAICA (Sir H. Foot) 


Cypher (0.T.P.) 
Sent 16th Jamary, 1953. 20.50 hra. 


IMMEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 
PERSONAL No.i6 


Following personal for Prime Minister from Foreign 
Secretary. 


Thank you for your telegram No.12. 


I have sent you a letter explaining our latest views 
about the next move in the defence negotiations with Egypt 
are thinking in terms of a joint Anglo-American initiatir 
hope you will like this. As you will see from my letter we ere not 
likely to make any further approach to the Egyptians on this before 
your return and we certainly should not do so without consultation 
with you. 


[HEE 


On the Sudan question we are taking 4 firm line with 
Neguib. We have today decided to insist that the question of future 
safeguards for the southern provinces shall be determined by the Sudan 
Parliament by a three-quarters majority. This is the proportion 
which the south themselves accepted as appropriate for decisions 
involving a constitutional change and it will in fact suffice to enable 
them to block anything which they regard as unsatisfactory. The 
Egyptians may not accept this but if they do we are confident that it 
can be defended in the House of Commons. We are authorising the 
Ambassador to tell the Egyptians that if they cannot accept this we 
shall have to insist upon a conference between the north and the 
south in the Sudan and suspend meanwhile further negotiations on the 
agreement. 


lo} 
aI 
In| 
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TOP SECRET INWARD TELEGRAM. INDEX 1D, 


= TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


Es [63/7 


FROM JAMAICA (Sir H. Foot) 


CYPHER (0.T.P.) D. 17th January, 1953 
| if 


R. 17th " 19.55 hrs. 


IMMEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 
Personal No.16, 


Following personal for the Minister of Defence 
“Lrom the Prime Minister. 


Begins. 


You will remember that when Neguib became 
dictator about six months asO, our army in Egypt was 
put at 48 hours! notice to carry out extensive offensive 
operations, involving the occupation of cities. 

No one seemed to doubt our ability to do this at the time. 
I do not suggest that any such far reaching measures 
Should be taken now, but please report to me whether 
very large army we have in the Canal 4one is capable of 
resisting any attack, either by terrorists, or by the 
Egyptian army, or both. T presume that you are taking 
Cvery measure to alert your forces and bring them into 
the highest readiness to defend themselves, if attacked. 


Hinds. ° 


(3 copies to the Duty Officer Ministry of Defence) 


—_ 
4 


eT acted) Work 


INWARD TELEGRAM. 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


& (62/9 


FROM JAMAICA (Sir H. Foot) 


CYPHER (0.T.P.) D. 147th January 1953 
aes q it 


R. 18th 00,45 hre. 


IMMEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 
Personal No.17 


Following personal for the Foreign Secretary 
from the Prime Minister. 


Begins. 
Thank you for your telegram No.16. 


Hope indecd that the Americans will play. 
Look forward to talking it all over with you. Have 
asked Alex to make sure that the troops are ready if 


attacked. Great show today at Kingston. Love to you 
both. 


022/008 O4 


Winston. 


43 copies sent to the Resident Clerk Foreign Office) 
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TOP SECRET OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
* @ FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


a TO JAMAICA (Sir H. Foot) / ond INDEXED 


CYPHER (0.7T.P. ) 
Sent 19th January, 1953. 15,00 hrs. 


TWMBEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 
Personal No.17 


Following porstneal for the Prime oe 
from ‘anieaee of Defence. 


Your Personal.No.16 of 17th January. 


You can rest assured that our forees in the 
Ganal Zone are alert and fully capable of resisting any 
attack either by terrorists, or by the Egyptian Army, 
OF ‘Dobtn. 


On the advice of our Ambassador in Cairo the — 
forces carmarked to carry out offensive operations 
involving the occupation of cities have already been | 
placed at 96 hours notice as from 22nd January. This 
poriod of notice will be kept under review and shortened 
at once if necessary. 


2° \ 


SECRET 
ROM THE PRIME MINISTER RD 
R.M.S, QUREN MARY TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Following from Pitblado for Colville No: 


four telegram No: 45 to United Kingdom Dele 
Vew York, 


rets not having received 

l xc8 of Sist Decerb 
no further je to leave Great Britain for lig; 
the uatter has been thoroughly discussed on his return. 
Plerse find out s 


022/008 O4 


feloy the 


dates of any individual reroft actually lenavi 
United Kingdom for Egypt before his return, 


[Copies sent to Prime Minister's 
office]. 
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£2 »/', 
SECRET S / if 
FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF BOARD 
« QUEEN MsiRY TO FORBIGN OFFICE 
Cypher/OTP PRISEC 


No. 6 D. 1.35 a.m, 27th January,1953. 


26th January, 1953. R. 2.17 a.m. 27th January,1953, 


~sa2uiasafey 


Personal and Secret, 
Your telegram No. 1) of January 26th, 


Following for Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
from Prime Minister, 


[Begins]. 


Please do not let these Jets go to Egypt until you 
and I have talked it all over together, I hope at noon 
Thursday. Necessary technical hitches should be made to 
occur, Perhaps also you and Clarissa would lunch with us 
that dey. Thank you for the news in your telegram No.10, 


022/008 O4 


[Ends]. 
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PRISESG 


26th Jamuary 1953 D. 8.10 p.m. 26th Jamuary 1953 


Your telegram Ne. 2 [ef 25th Jamary]). 
Following from Colville fer Pitblade. 


No jets have yet been delivered but four, (repeat four) 
are due to be handed ever om Friday, January Wth. This is 
part of programme appreved by Cabinet last autumn. Egyptian 
Pilots are already here te fly them away. 


2. We could arrange a technical hitch to held up delivery fer 
afew days. But Foreign Secretary considers that even this 
delay would be unfortunate and pelitical effects of tetal 
suspension of deliveries would be very bad. He therefore 
hopes that the Prime Minister will agree that these four should 


go as arranged and position regarding remainder should be 
discussed on his return. 


[Copies sent to Prime Minister's Office] 


— LH918Ad09 
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FROM F 


Cypher/OTP 


1953. 


lifficulty is to prevent the Americans 
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have collected esult of 
seven Nazis is fuller anticipated. 


ie 
to 


arrived at one of our 

The Levies yesterday 

inspired infiltration. 
have a salutary 
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effect locally. 


Office]. 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO THE PRIME MINISTER 
ON BOARD R, M8. QUEEN MARY 


Cypher/OTP 


No, 16 
27th January, 19538, D. 8.45 ppm. 27th January, 1953, 


PRIORITY 
SECRET 


Following for Prime Minister from Brook, 


Main decisions at this morning's Cabinet were as follows; 


1, EGYPT, In view of your telegram No, 6 to Foreign Secretary, 
Cabinet agreed that delivery of jets which were to have been handed over 
on Friday should be delayed, Foreign Secretary has to answer several 
Questions on this in Commons tomorrow and he will give as guarded replies 
aS possible, This involves some risk of Motion for Adjournment to discuss 
the matter, : 


Cabinet were also informed that if situation in Egypt worsened 
and Rodeo had to be put into operation, one battalion would have to be 
sent out from this country. . They agreed that battalion of Green Howards 
Should be kept at 96 hours! notice for this purpose, 


2. NAVAL REVIEW. Cabinet were informed of your approval of 
arrangements for charter of liners, It appeared however that there would 
be room for only 60 members with their wives from both Houses of 
Parliament,in addition to Mnisters, It was felt that Parliament would not be 
satisfied with this. Chancellor of Exchequerand First lord vere asked to 
consider possibility of chartering a further lirer at cost of £15, 000, 


3. TRANSATLANTIC CABLE, Postmaster General secured approval 
for Anglo-American scheme for laying a transatlantic telephone cable, Our 
Share of capital cost will be £5 millions, and we shall earn dollars since 
we Shall provide most of the cable and cable~laying facilities, Capital cost 
will in the end be more than recouped by telephone earnings. Canada is 
unlikely to wish to participate but will be given opportunity of doing so. 


4, CENTRAL AFRICAN FEDERATION, Agreement has been reached 


and terms of White Paper were approved, 


0. FUTURE MEETINGS, So far as is known at this end there will be 
no occasion for a meéeting on Friday. Chancellor would prefer to have private 
talk with you on electoral reform before this comes up for formal discussion in 
Cabinet. Suggest that you might see him on Thursday afternoon or Friday 
morning, Subject could then be mentioned at normal meeting of Cabinet on 
Tuesday, February 38rd, 


/Copies sent to Prime Minister's Office je 
EERE 
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SHORET 
PROM THE PRIME MINISTER ON BOARD R.M.S. 
Cypher/OTP | P Rien: 6 
No. 7: D, 12,59 p.m. 28th January, 1953 
2oth January, 1953 R. 1.18 pom, 28th January, 1953 
EMERGENCY 
Personal and Secret, 


Following for Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
[? gp. omitted], 


Argument which would do us harn would be that we 
were Sending important war weapons to our potential enemies 
which might be used [gp, undec, ? against] our own troops, 
already at S96 hours Rodeo notice, This might be raised by 
the Opposition but would find formidable support on our side. 
I hope therefore your reply would be that export of these 
War Weapons cannot (repeat cannot) take place +411 the present 
crisis in Egyptian negotiations is surmounted. I prefer this 
to technically similar instructions. Looking forward to our 
talk and lumch tomorrow, | 


(Copies sent to Prime Minister's Office]. 


UU. 


& //th. 49 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PRIME MINISTER ON BOARD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PRISEC 


Nc ae D 28th January, 1953 
2 January, 1953 


about my statement 
e held up the 
you to let me handle the 
parliamentary situation nyself. 


022/008 O4 


My two imaediately following telegrams contain 


texts of questions and my reply. 


{Copies sent to Prime Minister's office], 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PRIME MINISTER ON 
BOARD THE R.M.S. QUEEN MARY 


No: 18 


28th Jamary, 1953 D: 1.37 pom. 28th January,1953. 
a » 1953. 


[My immediately preceding telegram]. 
Following are Questions. 


Mr. inthony Greenwood: To ask the Secretary of State 
for Foreign 4ffairs, if he will make a statement about the 
sale of British airoraft to Egypt. 


022/008 O4 


Mr. Foot: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Lffairs, 
from what date it was desided to release for sale jet fighter 
planes to Middle Eastern countries; and whether he will make 


a statement on the policy which these sales are designed to 
serve. 


Mr. Janner: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
4ffairs, whether he will make a statement on the supply of 
British aeroplanes to Middle East States. 
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[Copies sent to Prime Minister's 
offios]. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
eee, 


in the United Kin programme 
i ie House on July 1952 it has 
dustry xport of jet 


ports to the Middle East, Her Ma_esty 
Government's Policy in such matte: is governed by the Joint Statement 
je on the 25th May 1950 by the Governments of the United Kingdom, 

and the United States of America, which recognised the need 
rab States and Israel to maintain certain armed forces, 

Her Majesty's Government consider that the supply of limited numbers 

of jet fighters is perfectly compatible with their undertakings in the 

Joint Statement, by which they still stand, 


he decision by Her Majesty's 


Government to resume these exports to 
Stern countries generally 


was made in August 1952, 


AS regards the export of jet aircraft to Egypt, certain Special 
considerations of course apply as well, 


The House will recall that a 
number of jet aircraft were Supplied to Egypt with permission of the late 
Government some three years ago, but that subsequently it was decided 
to hold up further deliveries, After the advent to power of General Neguib 
last July, we decided in November jn response to pressing Egyptian 
requests to release again a limited number of jet aircraft from among 
those still outstanding on the Egyptian order, I would ask the House 
to remember how important it is that we should reach an agreement with 
Egypt both on the Sudan and defence, and I ask them to dear in mind 

that this is a long process which will require a great deal of patience, 


At the same time I think it right to emphasise that the fact that we have 
agreed to release these aircraft should not 


be taken to constitute a precedent 
for further releases of equipment to Egypt at present. 


Copies sent to Prime Minister's Office_7. 
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Y Oro STATE’ 


Thenk you for your minute of the 26th January 
about operation RODEO PLAIL. 

in view of the greve implications of the new 
plan, as set forth in the thiré paregreph of your 
minute, I should prefer to await the comments of 
Hell, Ambassador at Cairo before giving you my finel 
view. I heve asked him to let me have these as 


800n 68 possible. 


(Sgd.) ANTHONY EDEN 


uth February, 1553- 


sonal from Secretary of State. 
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For your own information, question of defence 
negotiations will probsbly be en by Cabinet on 
Tuesday, the 17th February. If our proposals ar 

pproveé, next step ¥ 11 be to find out whether new 
United St Administration endorse provisional 
ched with us by their predecessors. I 


agreement 
instructions as soon 4s possible. 


will send yo 
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otiations had 


ed to your telegrai No. 309 and point out 
that i he A tk “sonally did not know how I could 
have answere estion the 12th February in any other way. 
t matter could be allowed 
uip had made this 
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Egyptian Government s to think that 


was a reference in the agreement to the p i th 


é Sudan 
joining the Commonwealth. Could 


he y 


do what she wished? 


4. I replied that of course he could. This was in fact 


what I had said repeatedly. I agreed with him the following 
formula. 


/Begins... 


countr ie 


{Ends.] 


6. Ia 
seriously of th 
of Neguib, and 

controv 
in the House. 
again the fac 
of the Egyptian st. 
Hous 


if possible with Neguib himself. 


Timm 


should 


continuance 


of today's discussion 
I impressed upon 

in jeopardy in view 
uent temper of the 


Similar action with Egyptian Government, 
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FROMF 


Cypher/OT 


Please pass following personal and private from Prime Min 
to President, 


(eegins 7 


I sent you yesterday by air an important letter about Egypt. 
Iwas so glad to hear today that your Government endorse the 
agreement we reached with your predecessors in January, I shall 
be very grateful for an early answer. Kindest regards. 


WINSTON . 
[nas 6 


/Copies sent to Prime M 
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@ TOP SECRET 4 f 53 / 23 


FR FOREIGN 


Cyphe PRISEC 


No. 36 


ps kor eels 4 


0th February, 1953. D. 3.20 Dem. th February, 1953. 


36. of 20th February 


Personal for Ambassador. 
The following is strictly for your ow us' nformation. 


2 On 17th February Ministers confirmed their approval of 

the papers resulting from the United States/United Kingdom talks 
held in London from 31st December, us, to 7th January 

a basis for the resumption of defence negot: ions with 


They also agreed that the next stage of the conver ations 
in Cairo should be undertaken by leading military figures, one 
British and one American, in association with the British and 
American Ambassadors. The Prime Minister has also sent @ 
personal message to President Eisenhower inviting him to 
gooperate by nominating such a military figure to represent him. 
He is also seeking, in an exchange of personal messages with the 
President, to ensure that the United States Government will give 
their wholehearted support to an attempt to reach an agreement 
with Egypt on the basis proposed. 

de Finally Ministers agreed that, until an understanding has 
been reached with the United States Government on the procedyre 
now envisaged, no indication shall be given to the Egyptian 
Government of the basis on which we would be prepared to resume 
the defence negotiations. 

5e Ministers attached particular importance to the presen- 
tation as inter-dependent elements in a single settlement of the 
five proposals contained in paragraph 1 of Paper No. 3, Our 
offer to withdraw British troops from Egypt would be dependent 
on Egyptian acceptance of the other proposals. Special 
importance moreover was attached to the second and fourth of 
these proposals. As regards the second, it was most desirable 
that we should secure Case A. : 


fb It 


25 


TOP SECRET 


Foreign Office telegram No. 36), to Cairo 
age 


6. It was emphasized that we must have the full sympathy 
and support of the United States Government in any approach. 
The Americans must understand that we were not prepared to be 
pullied or cajoled into withdrawing our troops from Egypt 
unless we secured in return satisfactory alterne tive arrangements 
on the lines suggested. These would together form 4 settle- 
ment which we could accept; put they must be % nas a whole 
and we should not be prepared to sé them whitt y in the 
course of negotiation. 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO 


Cypher/OTP PRISEC 


No. 392 
23rd February, 1953. + 6.08 p.m. 23rd February, 1953. 


My telegram No. 36, [of 20th February]. 


My immediately following tele 
a ste st which is being issued from 
this afternoon, following on the Australian Government's 
announcement that Field Marshal Slim's assumption of Office 
as Governor General is temporarily pos poned. 


2 No reply has yet been received from President Eisenhower 
and one is not expected before Tuesday or Wednesday. While 

we cannot announce the purpose behind Slim's postponed 
departure (nor can you yet disclose this to the Egyptians) 
until we hear that President Bisenhower has agreed to nominate 
a similar figure to represent him, it is necessery for some 
announcement to be made now as Slim was due to sail for 
Australia on Tuesday 24th February. 


3. I hope that, if the appointment is made, you personally 
will welcome Field Marshal Slim's presence. His appointment 
would not of course in any way petoken lack of confidence 

in yourself, but is necessary for reasons which you will 
understand. Please also see my second immediately following 
telegram. 


dee We hope before long to suggest a date for the opening 
of the negotiations. 
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My telegram No. 392. 


if and when the Prime Minister gets a positive reply from President 
Eisenhower, further announcements will have to be made about the 
appointment of Field Marshal Slim and his United States counterpart. 
Tt will then be made clear that the two military officers will head the 
negotiating teams, but that you and the United States Ambassador will of 
course be associated with them in the negotiations, 
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TOP SECRET 
FROM FORBIGN OFFICE TO_ i 


GN OF Ee 


Cypher/OTP. 


23rd. February ,1953- 


EMERGENCY 
DEDIP 
TOP SECRET 
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Please pass following private and personal messagé 
from Prime Minister to President Eisenhower, 


Begins: 


At Menzies' request I have agreed to defer British 
announcement contained in my telegram of 22nd February 
until we have your reply. Meanwhile publicity is being 
confined to a general statement that Slim is postponing 
his departure for Australia in ‘order to be available to 
us for consultations about the Middle East. 


2. Amended text follows. Timing has been very 
difficult owing to Slim having to disembark his baggage 
today which must give rise to speculation. Also I did 
not know about George Washington's birthday, for which I 
send my sincere apologi¢és. 


WOISS Wd LNONLIM AWD INdYSDOLONS 0390004434 38 


Winston. 


{Copies sent to the Prine Minister]. 
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ICE TO WASHINGTON 


Her Majesty's Gov 
complicated military issues 
with Egypt about t! nal 

hould have available to 


y of the serious and 
which may begin 
portance that they 


skort period 


the services of Field Marshal Sir William Sli 
knowledge of the problem is unsurpassed and he has already visited Egyr 
and taken part in discussions with its former Government in 1949 and 1950, 
Mr. Menzies and Her Majesty's Government in Australia most considerately 
met this request and The Queen has approved Mr. Menzies' submission that 
Sir William Slim's departure for Australia should be temporarily deferred. 


- Sir William Slim 
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The President has now replicd that whi as we know, he 
neral cecord with the agreed position arrived at 


ary conferences in London, he would rather not 


sion on the points raised by the Prime 
the question of militery representation, 


ortunity to discuss the entire 


1 can be 


nerefore unlikely that any decis 
I see Dulles on Toursdsy, Sth March. Meanwhile 

rable to mke any further announcement about 
therefore have to hold the position with the 


it may be undes 
Slin. You wil 
Egypti 


this. 


y 


m can, without of course revenling any of 
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SECRET 


FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON BOARD R.M.S. QUEEN ELIZABETH 
TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


pher/OTP PRISEC 


No. 8 D: 1.42 pem. 28th February, 1953. 
28th February, 1953. R: 2.00 p.m. 28th February, 1953. 
IMMEDIATE 

SECRET 


Addressed to Washington telegram No. 2 of 28th February 


(Foreign Office please pass) 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office. 


In view of the President's message to the Prime 
Minister I hope it may be possible for us to begin to 
discuss this topic as he has suggested, early in the 
visit, maybe Thursday. 


2. You will understand how very urgent it is to 
reach a decision. In view of the President's own 
comments I feel I should open this question with him 
and Dulles together, and not attempt any form of 
preliminary canter with the State Department. 


3. See my telegram No, 9 to the Foreign Office. 


[Repeated to Washington]. 
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SECRET 


STATE ON BO\RD R.M.S. QUEEN ELIZABETH 
TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


pher/OTP 


-:99uasafay 


D.1.58 p.m. 28th 
hn February, 1 . R.2.1% p.m. 28th 


Ad@ressed to Foreign Office telegram No.9 of 28th February 


Repeated for information to Washington 


My teleer No.2 to Washington. 


# 
The President's message referred to is that delivered to 


the Prime Minister by the United States Ambassador on February 25th 
and contained in Commonwealth Relations Office telegram to 


Australia (Government) No.2,. I assume th t Her Majesty's 


Ambassador at Jeshington will know the text of this message. 
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Foreign Office pass Washington as ny telegram No.3. 


[Repeste? to 'lashington]. 
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Public Record Office 


End 


